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SUMMARY

This plan is for a property on Maritime Drive in Mystic, CT. This is a trailed property of

woodlands and wetlands. See the photos and map that follows. Visitors are welcome.

Property is owned by Avalonia Land Conservancy, Inc., P.O. Box 49, Old Mystic, CT 06372.
Avalonia Land Conservancy (ALC) can be reached by email at avalonialc@yahoo.com, by

phone at 860-884-3500, and has a website at http://www.avalonialandconservancy.org.

HISTORY

The Pequotsepos Brook Preserve is located in the Town of Stonington western area of town, near
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the “Golden Triangle”. Commercial
development and  undeveloped
properties surround the property. It
abuts the Denison Homestead
properties and property owned by

| the Sea Research Foundation

forming an extensive open space
complex of over 600 acres.

SITE INFORMATION

The property

A parcel map of the property from
the Town of Stonington GIS

. database is shown to the left. The

property is identified as
Map/Book/Lot/Unit 150/1/28C.

Best Combined GIS acreage 1s 43.99
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Acquisition history

Donation from developer Maritime Associates in November 1988. It was a mandatory set-aside
for the Maritime Drive development.

Land use history

Historical photos show the property is fairly unchanged, except with older trees, due mainly to
the large amount of wetlands. Farmland to the east and west has been developed in to
commercial property and senior housing. A small lot immediately to the west owned by Sea
Research Foundation contains a conservation easement on the eastern half of the property that is
held by Avalonia. Property to the south is part of the Denison Homestead.

Neighborhood Change in Connecticut, 1934 to Present

Want to compare 1934, 1990, 2004, 2006, 2008, and 2012 using a transpancey tool? Check out our Connecticut Aerial Photography Interactive Map Interface

‘;.hnention AreGlS and other GIS software users! The 1934 Aerial Photography layer is available via MAGIC's WMS.

Use the search box below to locate an address in Connecticut. Toggle map layers
mistuxet ave, mystic, ¢t Find Address [T1CT Towns
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Public use resources
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The property was donated to Avalonia to protect Pequotsepos Brook.

Public benefit of the protected property:

The property is not currently within a Natural Diversity Database area, but the property has not
been formally reviewed in recent years. The property was formerly in a NDDB area due to
presence of White River Crayfish (subsequently taken off the CT DEEP lists). There is a NDDB
area within 400 feet to the south on Pequotsepos Brook. The property provides habitat for
neighborhood wildlife and provides a buffer to the larger nature center complex.

Trails of the nature center complex bisect the property. Avalonia installed a side trail to the
Stoneridge retirement community and another side trail to Maritime Drive with bridge and stairs
for direct access. Employees of local businesses access the trails frequently for walks during
work days. It is easily accessed by tourists visiting or staying in the immediate area.

The property is a significant natural area that qualifies as being preserved for a “conservation
purpose” under 26 US Code 170(h)(4):

(4) Conservation purpose defined

(A) In general

For purposes of this subsection, the term “conservation purpose” means—

(i) the preservation of land areas for outdoor recreation by, or the education of, the
general public,

(i) the protection of a relatively natural habitat of fish, wildlife, or plants, or similar
ecosystem,

(iii) the preservation of open space (including farmland and forest land) where such
preservation is—

(I) for the scenic enjoyment of the general public, or

(II) pursuant to a clearly delineated Federal, State, or local governmental
conservation policy,

and will yield a significant public benefit, or

(iv) the preservation of an historically important land area or a certified historic structure.

Natural resources:

The parcel is open to the public, as are all Avalonia properties.

The majority of Pequotsepos Brook Preserve is made up of different types of wetlands. The
stream flows in all but the driest periods. The surrounding areas act as buffers during flooding
times with Red Maple Swamp vegetation and understory of ferns, Skunk Cabbage and
Sphagnum mosses and Sweet Pepperbush and Spicebush and Winterberry as shrub component.
There are several areas that are actual vernal pools suitable for breeding amphibians. The quarry
usually has water year round. One retention basin pond is included on the property and has
become surrounded by typical wetland plants and is home to waterfowl, and reptiles and
amphibians that are typical residents of permanent freshwater ponds. Herons and Egrets and
waterfowl] also visit it.

As part of a larger complex of generally uninterrupted wetlands it is breeding areas for forest
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and wetland birds. Portions of the areas are drier, second growth former fields with old Cedars,
Blueberries and Viburnums providing fruits and berries. Old Oaks and some Hickories provide
the hard mast.

Turkeys make use of some of the more open areas.  Larger mammals such as Coyotes, Foxes,
Fishers and Bobcats have been reported on the property as well as a significant population of
Deer.

Potential threats to conservation values: Run off and pollution from impervious surfaces

continues to be a threat to the quality of the water. The natural buffering of wetlands is
significant to filter the waters before they reach the larger brook and flow to Pequotsepos Cove.
Over growth of invasive plants could degrade the habitat, so monitoring for significant changes
will be necessary during annual surveys. The objective is to maintain the property as it was
donated to Avalonia — mainly protecting wetlands and Pequotsepos Brook.

The future of Denison Homestead lands, since not held in perpetuity, may ultimately affect the
quality of the larger greenway complex of protected land along the brook.
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ELEVATIONS / WETLANDS

Town of Stonington, Connecticut
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SPECIAL FEATURES AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

Pequotsepos Brook runs through the property. At least six historic stone bridges are on the
property or adjoining properties. Old stone walls and large native trees indicate long history of
agricultural or livestock usage. Old quarry site holds water year round and is surrounded by
rugged quarried granite stones. Areas have been explored by historians and specialists in Native
American history and several sites have been identified as potentially significant for past Native
American usage.
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